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Water Quality Initiative
The Iowa Water Quality Initiative (WQI) is the action plan for the Iowa 
Nutrient Reduction Strategy (NRS) established in 2013. The WQI improves 
water quality through a collaborative, science- and research-based approach 
that is evaluated and reported by a team of independent researchers from 
multiple institutions, led by Iowa State University. This comprehensive 
approach allows farmers and cities alike to adopt conservation practices that 
fit their unique needs, lands, and budgets.



Iowa Water Quality Initiative
Nitrogen moves primarily as nitrate-N with water Phosphorus moves primarily with eroded soil

Strategy Practices

Cover
Crops
Reduce soil erosion

Improve soil structure & 
permeability

Suppress weeds

Scavenge residual 
nitrogen

Average of 28-31% 
reduction in N 
concentration and 29% 
reduction in P loss

Source: CleanWaterIowa.org



Cover Crops in Iowa

• Interest and use in cover crops is grown in recent years.
• From ~9,000 acres in 2009 to over 300,000 acres in 2016 (only 

through state/fed programs)
• Need millions of acres to achieve water quality and soil health 

benefits, in addition to all other practices
• Have learned a lot in recent years, but still a steep learning curve 

for farmers and landowners

Current Public Sector program overview:
• Programs traditionally administered through the local SWCD/NRCS offices
• Funding is limited and done through a separate sign-up process
• More cost-share will put more pressure on already strained office staff.
• Need to encourage long-term, continuous cover crop use and cost-share models are primarily designed 

to support first time or early-stage users. 
• Typically incentivizes or rewards new and/or early adopters.
• Looking only through the lens of cost share fails to account for individuals taking initiative on their own. 

Iowa Cover Crop – Crop Insurance 
Demonstration Project

Why crop insurance?
• Networks reach nearly every farm operation in Iowa. 
• Engages producers and landowners, incentivizes cover crops for landowners.
• Works with crop insurance programs to encourage cover crop usage.
• Provides additional mechanism to encourage long-term cover crop usage beyond traditional 

state/fed programs.
• Works within existing program and participation processes.
• Providing a subsidy discount for cover crop users through existing invoicing/structure could 

address the streamlined, cost-effective measures farmers/landowners and agencies are looking 
for.

For program information go to: www.cleanwateriowa.org/covercropdemo

Apply at www.cleanwateriowa.org/covercropdemo or 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/covercropdemo



For more information go to: 
www.cleanwateriowa.org/covercropdemo

Questions?
Contact:

covercropdemo@iowaagriculture.gov
(515) 281-5851

Matt Lechtenberg
matthew.lechtenberg@iowaagriculture.gov
(515) 281-3857


